
Jurisdiction Desert Hot Springs

Reporting Year 2019 (Jan. 1 - Dec. 31)

1 2 3 4

Name of Program Objective Timeframe in H.E Status of Program Implementation

Adequate Sites: Site 

Rezoning

Once the new General Plan and 

corresponding zoning

amendments are adopted, the City will 

be able to

adequately accommodate, and exceed, 

the City’s

RHNA shortfalls for both the 2 014-2021 

and 2008-2014

planning period. 

Rezoning by December 31, 

2019; ongoing 

implementation and 

annual assessment of 

status of housing sites 

inventory as part of the 

annual reporting process.

In progress with updated General Plan. Estimated Completion June 2020

No Net Loss

The City will evaluate residential 

development proposals for consistency 

with goals and policies of the General 

Plan and both (2008-2014 and 2014-

2021) Housing Element Sites 

Inventories and make written findings 

that the density reduction is consistent 

with the General Plan and that the 

remaining sites identified in the 

Housing Element are adequate to 

accommodate the RHNA by income 

level. So long as the residential sites 

inventory continues to exceed the City’s 

RHNA, by income level, as set forth in 

Program 1, the City shall make the 

necessary written findings regarding 

the reduction’s consistency with the 

General Plan. If a proposed reduction of 

residential density will result in the 

residential sites inventory failing to 

accommodate the RHNA by income 

level, the City will identify and make 

available additional adequate sites to 

accommodate the jurisdiction’s share of 

housing need by income level within 

180

Ongoing implementation: 

as part of the entitlement 

review process, evaluate 

new projects for 

consistency with General 

Plan objectives as they 

relate to housing and the 

RHNA obligations

Ongoing

Housing Choice Voucher 

Program

The City will continue to work closely 

with the Housing Authority of the 

County of Riverside to administer the 

Housing Choice Vouchers Program; 

support the County Housing Authority’s 

applications for additional allocations; 

and assist the Housing Authority in 

marketing the program to home seekers 

and property owners.

Implementation 

throughout the planning 

period

Ongoing

Housing Programs Progress Report  

Describe progress of all programs including local efforts to remove governmental constraints to the maintenance, improvement, and development of housing as identified in the housing 

element.
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Housing Programs Progress Report  

Describe progress of all programs including local efforts to remove governmental constraints to the maintenance, improvement, and development of housing as identified in the housing 

element.

Density Bonus

The City currently has two density 

bonus provisions. The first entitlement 

is based upon the provision of 

affordable housing pursuant to State 

Government Code Section 65915. The 

second provision is intended to provide 

density bonus incentives for the 

incorporation of on-site amenities. The 

state density bonus program and the 

City’s incentive-based density bonus 

provide flexibility for projects that 

provide affordable housing and on-site 

amenities. The City will encourage use 

of the State Affordable Housing Density 

Bonus and the Incentive-Based Density 

Bonus provisions through technical 

assistance and information 

dissemination.

Ongoing implementation 

and annual reporting 

throughout the planning 

period.

Ongoing

HomeBuyer Assistant 

Program

Desert Hot Springs is a CDBG/HOME 

cooperating city with the County of 

Riverside. Through this cooperative 

effort, City residents and projects 

located in Desert Hot Springs are 

eligible for a variety of County funded 

programs including the First-Time 

Homebuyer Program (up to 20% of the 

purchase price), Mortgage Credit 

Certificate Program (reduced federal 

income tax liability) and the 

Neighborhood Stabilization Program 

(silent second mortgage purchase price 

assistance). Based on recent program 

activity trends, the City’s objective is 

assistance for four lower income 

households annually during the 

planning period. The City will also 

conduct targeted marketing to eligible 

homebuyers as part of the program.

Contingent on funding 

availability, assist four 

households annually and 

complete annual reporting 

throughout the planning 

period. Develop and 

implement a marketing 

program to target the 

resources to eligible 

homebuyers within one 

year. Marketing shall 

occur on an ongoing 

basis, and at least 

annually

Not Complete

Affordable Housing 

Incentives

The City will encourage and support the 

development of rental projects that 

meet the needs of lower-income renters, 

extremely low-income households, 

seniors, and persons with disabilities, 

including developmental disabilities.

Implementation 

throughout the planning 

period; meet with 

developers at least once a 

year with technical 

assistance and 

information dissemination 

as well as in pre-

application conferences 

and on a case-bycase 

basis

Ongoing

Zoning Ordinance Update

The City will undertake an update of the 

City’s zoning ordinance to achieve 

consistency with the General Plan, 

encourage affordable and special needs 

housing, and conform to state law

October 2019-2020 In progress with updated General Plan. Estimated Completion June 2020
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Housing Programs Progress Report  

Describe progress of all programs including local efforts to remove governmental constraints to the maintenance, improvement, and development of housing as identified in the housing 

element.

Mixed Use Development

As part of a comprehensive General 

Plan update in 2019, the City will adopt 

two new mixed-use designations to 

encourage infill development at the 

City’s core that is compact and 

walkable, offers a mix of uses, and 

creates a sense of place. The City will 

also amend the zoning code to include 

developments standards and permitted 

uses for the mixed-use designations. 

The City will ensure that the Mixed-Use 

development standards will not 

constrain the potential for developing 

housing and that zoning standards for 

the sites ensure continued adequate 

capacity to meet the City’s RHNA 

obligation.

December 2019. Annually 

assess residential 

development activity in 

mixed-use areas as part of 

the annual reporting 

process, starting in 2020. 

Initiate adjustments to the 

development standards if 

constraints to the 

production of housing are 

identified

In progress with updated General Plan. Estimated Completion June 2020

Water and Sewer Service 

Providers

The City will also work collaboratively 

with Mission Springs Water District and 

the Coachella Valley Water District to 

support expansion of capacity to 

accommodate new residential 

development. Actions may include 

coordination on identification of funding 

sources and providing letters of support 

for actions that support capacity 

expansion. The City will encourage 

compliance with state law related to the 

provision of water or sewer priority for 

proposed developments that include 

housing units affordable to lower-

income households.

Implementation 

throughout the planning 

period. Provide Housing 

Element within 30 days of 

adoption of the Housing 

Element

Ongoing

Code Enforcement

Code enforcement is an important tool 

for maintaining the quality of residential 

neighborhoods. The City’s Code 

Enforcement Program involves the 

enforcement of all Municipal Codes and 

Ordinances, various State and local 

laws and health and Safety regulations 

as they relate to conditions or activity 

within the City. The primary method that 

the City uses to obtain code compliance 

is Voluntary Compliance. If this method 

does not attain compliance, then other 

actions are taken such as a Notice of 

Violation and Administrative Citation. 

The City will continue providing 

ongoing inspection services to review 

code violations with an objective of 250 

housing cases per year. The City will 

continue work to identify available 

resources at no cost to the property 

owners. In cases that require a larger 

financial investment for abatement, the 

City will work with property owners to 

identify potential financing 

mechanisms.

Implementation 

throughout the planning 

period

Ongoing
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Housing Programs Progress Report  

Describe progress of all programs including local efforts to remove governmental constraints to the maintenance, improvement, and development of housing as identified in the housing 

element.

Housing Repair and 

Rehabilitation Programs

Desert Hot Springs is a CDBG/HOME 

cooperating city with the County of 

Riverside. Through this cooperative 

effort, City residents and projects 

located in Desert Hot Springs are 

eligible for a variety of County funded 

programs, including the Home Repair 

Loan Program (HRLP) and Senior Home 

Repair Grant (SHRG) Program. Based 

on recent program activity trends, the 

City’s objective is assistance for 10 

lower income households annually 

during the planning period. County staff 

has indicated that there have been very 

few applications from Desert Hot 

Springs residents in the past five years. 

The City will continue to cooperate with 

the County of Riverside in the 

implementation of home repair and 

rehabilitation programs and will also 

conduct targeted marketing to eligible 

households as part of the program.

Contingent on funding 

availability, assist 10 

households annually and 

complete annual reporting 

throughout the planning 

period. Develop and 

implement a marketing 

program to target the 

resources to eligible 

households within 1 year. 

Marketing shall occur on 

an ongoing basis, and at 

least annually.

Not Complete

Abandoned Residential 

Property Registration

The program requires lenders to 

maintain homes they seize, register the 

abandoned properties with the City, and 

require lenders to hire local property 

management firms to prevent vacant 

homes from becoming neglected. The 

program is funded by a $60 fee 

HOUSING ELEMENT H - 65 charged to 

title holders when they register an 

abandoned property with the City. The 

program is initiated with the first notice 

of default on a property and requires the 

local property management company to 

conduct weekly inspections. If the 

property is found to be in 

noncompliance, or if notification of 

noncompliance is reported, the local 

property management company is 

required bring the property back into 

compliance within 72 hours. While 

foreclosures in the City have dropped 

substantially from a high of 452 homes 

in 2010, to 28 homes in 2018. The City 

will continue overseeing the Abandoned 

Residential Property Registration 

program as it prevents the City’s Code 

Enforcement department from spending 

limited resources to act as the property 

manager.

Implementation 

throughout the planning 

period

Ongoing
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Housing Programs Progress Report  

Describe progress of all programs including local efforts to remove governmental constraints to the maintenance, improvement, and development of housing as identified in the housing 

element.

At-Risk Housing 

Monotoring

Housing Element law requires 

jurisdictions to provide an analysis and 

program for preserving affordability of 

assisted housing developments for the 

next 10 years. Based on City records 

and information from the California 

Housing Partnership Corporation, in the 

next 10 years (up to 2028) no assisted 

housing developments in Desert Hot 

Springs are at risk of losing their 

affordability status. Although the City 

has not identified any housing units at 

risk of converting to market rate during 

the planning period, City staff will 

monitor the status of existing and future 

affordable housing. Should any of the 

properties become at risk of converting 

to market rate, the City will work with 

property owners, interest groups, and 

the State and federal governments to 

conserve the affordable housing stock.

Implementation 

throughout the planning 

period

Ongoing

Fair Housing Services

The City of Desert Hot Springs takes 

affirmative steps to promote fair 

housing practices by contracting the 

services of a non-profit organization to 

provide fair housing services in the 

City. The City works with the Fair 

Housing Council of Riverside County 

(FHCRC) to provide fair housing 

services for residents and housing 

professionals.

Implementation 

throughout the planning 

period. Website and public 

counter posting of fair 

housing resources to 

occur within six months of 

Housing Element 

adoption.

Not Complete


