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STATUS  SUMMARY 
This collaboration began in May 2018 with a 
request to cities for funding as a response to 
legalization of marijuana and high numbers of 

students suspended and expelled for marijuana 
use in the Palm Springs unified School District 

The Cities of Rancho Mirage, 	 . 1 Cathedral City and Palm Springs 
donated  S1a12,000  each 	 : 

Purchased Sunny's Story and 
hired a substance abuse 

counselor 

Education began this year: 

Grades 4, Band 9 

be My implemented In 
2019 

Substance abuse counselor 
started M the late tall 
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PROGRESS 
List achievements and progress since last status update was given. 

Highlight those things that made progress possible 

Suspension for 2017- _  18 for drug violations 

410 students suspended for 
48900(c): Unlawfully 
possessed, used, sold, or 
otherwise furnished or been 
under the influence of, any 
controlled substance, alcoholic 
beverage or intoxicant of any 
kind. 

- 

336 students suspended 
violating Education Code 
48900(c). 

Next year's data will let US 

know if this is an actual trend or 
just a change. 
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Teacher Testimonial: 
I was asked to present Sunny's Storyto my fourth graders. This curriculum lead to some very eye 

open ingconversations with my students. !clearly had underestimated how much they knew about drug 

addiction. 

Reading the textwas a special time in my classroom. Even thoughthe subject matter 

was difficult, my students found the book extremely engaging. They were so focused 

and attentive tothe text and the activities that came afterthe reading. They did not 

want me to breakthe textup overa period cif 2 days, They begged to keep reading as 

they want to see how the story played out. 

Since Sunny's Storywas told through the eyes of the dog, my students feltvery comfortable reacting to 

the text. Animals are easy to feel empathy for. Theywere able tovoice the irconcems and worries. My 

students then could relate whatSunnywas seeing to what theymay have seen. I appreciated that after 

everylesson, the students were given a chance to draw and write about how they were feeling. Even if 

they di dn'tfeel comfortable sharing in a whole group setting, theywere able to express their thoughts 

on whatthey had just heard. 

I had an extremelypositive experience with this curriculum. It de finitely made talking about something 

difficultmuch easier with my students. lwas impressed with theirmatunty and insights on 

drugs. Withoutthis curriculum, our conversations may have been more awkward. I hope to be able to 

use this curriculum next yearwith my students. 	 PSUSD 
PALM SPRINGS 
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What students 
aresayi  

n 
about the new abuse 
prevention sessions: 
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What students are saying 
about the new abuse 
prevention sessions: 
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about the new abuse 
prevention sessions: 
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COSTS for  2018-19\ 

	
www.webS .1 le _com a 

Budgeted: 	S300,000 

Revenues: 	$300,000 (when CC payment is received) 

Expenditures:  $191,356.88 

Salary/benefits of therapist: S 65,366.51 

Curriculum Materials*: 	$125,722.64 

Mileage: 	 S 	267.73 

Remaining: 	 $ 22,043.29 

1122,043.29 
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Proposed budget \ 
for 2019-20 and 
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Reviews to date are 

positive 

n y y mp emented plan or 
less than half of the 2018-19 ear 

Eager to continue from beginning of 
-ar 2019-20 

• Cuniculum delivered to all 4° grade, 6th  grade and 9th grade students 
• Students referred to substance abuse counseling based on 

suspensions 
• Students self-refer as needed 

Ongoing evaluation of plan 

• Will continually work with counselors and principals at schools to 
ensure materials are covered and counseling is accessed; outcomes 
will be assessed at the end of the year 

2020-21 
Expenditures: 

Salary/benefits of therapist': 

Curriculum Materials": 

Mileage: 

Total 2019-20: 

Total 2020-21: 

S 94,458.15 

$ 20,000.000 

S 500,00 

$124,957. 15 

$131,731.06 

il
lik

*full year—will increase to S99,231.06 in 20-21 with salary step advancement 

.•-..  "ongoing use of materials/additional materials 
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Collaborativ 
Support 2019-21 
Contributions from 4 Cities 
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$64,000 from Rancho Mirage, Cathedral City, Palm Springs and Desert Hot 

Springs allows us to continue the same program for two years giving us enough 

data to assess impact 

If cities were able to provide more funding, we would hire an additional 

substance abuse counselor to best handle the case load. 

We also ask partner cities to consider 

Exploring how to leverage resources, particularly for adults in our community, to 

receive education on the impact of cannabis on developing brains, especially as 

it becomes more readily available in various forms 

Explore a regional public relations campaign on the effects of cannabis and 

other substances when consumed by youth in our community 
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