
ORDINANCE NO. ___ 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF DESERT HOT 

SPRINGS, AMENDING SECTION 2.04.050 (“SELECTION AND 

ROTATION OF MAYOR AND MAYOR PRO TEM”) OF THE CITY OF 

DESERT HOT SPRINGS’ MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 2.04 (“CITY 

COUNCIL”) SELECTING THE MAYOR ON THE MAYOR ON A 

ROTATING BASIS, TO COMMENCE IN THE YEAR 2020. 

 
THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF DESERT HOT SPRINGS ORDAIN AS 

FOLLOWS:   
 
Section 1.  AMENDMENT TO SECTION 2.04.050 

 
That Section 2.04.050 of the Desert Hot Springs Municipal Code shall be 

amended to read as follows (amendments are reflected in bold, italicized, and 
underlined): 
 

2.04.050 Selection and rotation of Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem. 

 Selection of Mayor Pro Tem shall be addressed in the City Council Meeting 

Guidelines and Procedure, and may be changed by resolution.  

  A. Commencing in the year 2020, at the second regular meeting in 

November in non-election years and at the meeting at which new council 

members are installed during election years, the city council shall determine the 

order of the line of succession following the criteria in this section. 

 B. Prior to the appointment of the new mayor and mayor pro tem, 
council members shall each be designated/identified by the length of time they 
have had of continuous service on the city council without having served as 
mayor. 

  1. The council member with the longest continuous service on 
the city council without having served as mayor shall be appointed mayor for a 
term of one (1) year. 

  2. The council member with the second longest continuous 
service on the city council without having served as mayor shall be appointed 
mayor pro tem for a term of one (1) year. 

  3. If two or more council members qualify equally for the mayor 
appointment, the council member who received the most popular votes in his or 
her most recent municipal election shall be appointed mayor, and the member 
with the second highest vote total shall be designated mayor pro tem. If two or 



more council members qualify equally for the mayor pro tem appointment, the 
council member who received the most popular votes in his or her most recent 
municipal election shall be appointed mayor pro tem. 

 C. If any council member who is sitting as mayor dies, resigns or 
otherwise vacates his or her mayoral position, or if any council member who is 
about to be appointed mayor dies, resigns or announces that he or she would 
prefer to continue service on the city council without holding the office of mayor, 
the members of the city council may, by majority vote, fill the vacancy by electing 
any council member to fill said un-expired term or full term, whichever is 
applicable; such election shall be without prejudice to said person serving a full 
term as mayor when his or her regular turn under these criteria occurs. If no 
person receives a majority vote, the position of mayor shall be filled by the mayor 
pro tem, who shall also serve without prejudice to serving a full term as mayor 
when his or her regular turn under these criteria occurs. 

 D. No person temporarily appointed to fill a vacancy on the city council 
shall serve as mayor or mayor pro tem during such appointment unless there is 
no available alternative. If the no-available-alternative circumstance should arise, 
the appointed person(s) having served the longest (in terms of months, weeks, 
days and hours) in such temporary capacity shall serve as required. 

 E. No person elected to the city council shall be given credit in 
determining his or her order in the line of mayoral or mayor pro tem succession 
for prior city council service not continuous with his or her current council 
service. 

 F. If the office of the mayor pro tem should become vacant for any 
reason, the office shall remain vacant for the remainder of the term. 

Section 2.    VOTER APPROVAL  
 
 That this ordinance was approved by a majority of the voters voting in the Desert 
Hot Springs general municipal election held on November 6, 2018. 
 

Section 3.    SEVERABILITY 
 

That should any provision, section, paragraph, sentence or word of this 
ordinance be rendered or declared invalid by any final court action in a court of 
competent jurisdiction or by reason of any preemptive legislation, the remaining 
provisions, sections, paragraphs, sentences or words of this ordinance as hereby 
adopted shall remain in full force and effect. 
 

Section 4.  REPEAL OF CONFLICTING PROVISIONS 
 



 That all the provisions of the Municipal Code as heretofore adopted by the City of 
Desert Hot Springs that are in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby 
repealed. 
 

Section 5.      CERTIFICATION 
 
 That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage of this ordinance and shall cause 
the same to be published according to law.   
 

Section 6.    EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
 That this ordinance shall take effect immediately following the City Council’s 
certification of the results of the November 6, 2018, general municipal election. 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the People of the City of Desert Hot Springs at a 

general municipal election held on November 6, 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 

 _______________________________ 
Scott Matas, Mayor 
 
 
 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Jerryl Soriano, City Clerk 
 
 

  
 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Jennifer A. Mizrahi, City Attorney 
 

  

 


