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CITY OF DESERT HOT SPRINGS 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

AGENDA 
 

SEPTEMBER 13, 2016 
 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE  

6:00 PM JOINT SPECIAL MEETING WITH THE CITY COUNCIL 
 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
CARL MAY COMMUNITY CENTER 

11711 West Drive, Desert Hot Springs, California 
 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

At this time, pursuant to State law, any person may comment on an item, which is NOT 
on the agenda.  PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME FOR THE RECORD.   
 
Pursuant to State law, member of the public who have comments on a specific agenda 
item, may comment on that item BEFORE consideration of that item by the Planning 
Commission when recognized to do so by the Planning Commission Chair. Comments 
are limited to the first ten (10) speakers at three (3) minutes per speaker. All comments 
are to be directed to the Planning Commission and shall be devoid of any personal 
attacks. Members of the public are expected to maintain a professional, courteous 
decorum during public comments. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE CALENDAR 
 

1. Discussion related to the parking of recreational vehicles (RV's) on private 
property in the City's Residential Districts 

 Community Development Director, Nathan Bouvet 
Recommendation: Provide staff direction in the preparation of a Zoning Text 

Amendment to modify the standards and regulations 
regarding the parking of recreational vehicles (RV's) on 
private property in the City's Residential Districts.  
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2. Title 17 (Zoning), Chapter 17.40.110 (Fences, Walls and Hedges) discussion 
regarding fences, walls, and hedges height and type limits. 

 Community Development Director, Nathan Bouvet 
Recommendation: Discuss and consider possible modifications to Chapter 

17.40.110 (Fences, Walls, and Hedges) and provide staff 
direction. 

 

3. Title 17 (Zoning), Chapter 17.44 (Sign Regulations) and 17.45 (Outdoor 
Advertising Displays) discussion regarding signage. 

 Community Development Director, Nathan Bouvet 
Recommendation: Discuss and consider possible modifications to Chapter 

17.44 (Sign Regulations) and 17.45 (Outdoor Advertising 
Displays) and provide staff direction.  

 

CHAIR AND PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER REPORTS 
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR REPORT 
 

ADJOURN REGULAR MEETING 
 

  
  

 

 
NOTICES 

Title 2 
In an effort to comply with the requirements of Title 2 of the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of 
Desert Hot Springs requires that any person in need of any type of special equipment, assistance, or 
accommodation(s) in order to communicate at a City public meeting, must inform the City Clerk/Agency Secretary 
a minimum of 72 hours prior to the scheduled meeting to enable the City to make reasonable arrangements. 
 
SB 343 
In accordance with California Government Code Section 54957.5, any writing or document that is a public record, 
relates to an open session agenda item, and is distributed less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting will be 
made available for public inspection in the Community Development Department at City Hall during normal 
business hours at 65950 Pierson Boulevard, Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240. 
 
If, however, the document or writing is not distributed until the regular meeting to which it relates, then the 
document or writing will be made available to the public at the location of the meeting, as listed on this agenda at 
11711 West Drive, Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240. 

 

 
 
DECLARATION OF POSTING 
 
I, Gianina Millan, Planning Commission Secretary, certify that the agenda was posted on September 8, 2016, not 
less than 72 hours prior to the meeting. 
 
/s/ Gianina Millan 
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REPORT TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

              

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
Discuss and provide staff direction  
 
DISCUSSION 
The parking of Recreational Vehicles on private property has been an ongoing issue in the City 
of Desert Hot Springs for years. In December of 2015 the Planning Commission (PC) directed 
staff to revise Title 17 (Zoning), Chapter 17.48 (Off-Street Parking Standards) and bring it back 
as an action item so the PC could forward a recommendation to the City Council.  Earlier this 
year several new PC members were appointed so staff determined it best to bring this back as a 
discussion item to solicit comments from the new Commissioners.  Essentially, the draft 
Ordinance provided below could replace Chapters 17.48 and 4.16.10 (A) 6 and 7 (Unlawful Acts 
– Public Nuisances) of the Desert Hot Springs Municipal Code subject to review and approval 
by the PC and City Council.  Such modifications to be discussed by the PC include the 
following: 
 

4.16.010 Unlawful acts—Public nuisances.  

 A. The following shall be designated as unlawful acts and public nuisances: 

 

6. Vehicle Parking. It is unlawful and it shall be a public nuisance for any 

person owning, leasing, occupying or having charge or possession of any 

premises or property in the City to permit on such premises or property 

any operable or inoperable vehicle, recreational vehicle, motor home, 

trailer, camper, camper shell and boat to be parked or stored outside of a 

garage or carport or an unimproved surface. 

7. Occupied Vehicles. It is unlawful and it shall be a public nuisance for any 

person owning, leasing, occupying or having charge or possession of any 

premises or property in the City to permit on such premises or property 

any parked operable or inoperable vehicle, recreational vehicle, motor 

home, trailer, camper, camper shell and boat to be occupied by any 

person or persons overnight. 

 
Section 17.48.030 General Regulations 

K. Parking in residential land use districts, shall occur as follows: 

DATE:  September 13, 2016 

TITLE: Discussion of an Ordinance (previously known as Zoning 
Text Amendment - ZTA 03-15) to amend various sections of 
Title 4 (Code Enforcement, Section 4.16) and Title 17 
(Zoning), Chapter 17.48, to modify the standards and 
regulations regarding the parking of recreational vehicles 
(RV’s) on private property in the City's Residential Districts. 

 
Prepared by: 
 
 

 
Nathan Bouvet, Community Development Director 
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1. Motor vehicles are to be parked in areas constructed for vehicles (i.e., garage, 

carport or paved driveway) and shall not be parked or stored in other portions of 
the front or street side yard, particularly not on what is commonly referred to as 
the front lawn (yard). 

 
Limitation on Amount of Paved Surface. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
pave with asphalt, cement or any other impervious surface on portions of the 
front or street side yard, particularly on what is commonly referred to as the front 
lawn (yard), in excess of the minimum driveway requirements as specified in 
Section 17.48.060(E) for providing primary access to the required number of 
parking spaces as specified in Section 17.48.040.  In no case shall the total 
paved area exceed 40% of the required front yard of the property. 

 
2. Parking or storing of commercial vehicles (including trailers), as defined in 

Vehicle Code Section 260, as amended, in residential districts for any length of 
time is prohibited except for pickups and deliveries. Any vehicle which has a 
length of 20 feet or less and which is used primarily as the owner’s personal 
means of transportation and which is licensed for a gross weight of not more 
than 12,000 pounds shall be shall be exempt from this section. 

 
3. No motor vehicles other than those recreational vehicles expressly specified and 

allowed under this subsection shall be kept, stored or parked in the front yard 
and shall conform to the requirements of this section for parking in the side, 
street side yard, or rear yard. For purposes of this section, recreational vehicle(s) 
shall mean motor home, boat, camper, trailer, and any appurtenant equipment, 
with or without motorized power.  

 
a. No more than two (2) recreational vehicles (boats, trailers, 

campers, etc.) per dwelling unit may be parked or stored 
anywhere outside on any one (1) residential lot. Parking of any 
recreational vehicles shall be in conformance to parking standards 
set forth in this subsection.   

 
b. As a condition of approval of a tentative tract map, recreational 

vehicle parking (as regulated by this Zoning Ordinance) shall be 
prohibited to be stored/parked in the driveway of private 
residences. (Prior code § 159.24.030) 

 
Section 17.48.060 Design Standards 

K. Recreational Vehicle Parking—Residential. 
 

1. It is unlawful to park or store any recreational vehicle, semitrailer, trailer, motor 
home, boat, camper, trailer and any appurtenant equipment, with or without 
motorized power on any residential property within the City except as follows: 
 

a. A recreational vehicle or similar vehicle may only be parked on a 
lot behind the front line of the house or, in the case of a corner lot, 
behind the front line facing each street or right-of-way, and shall 
be screened from public view by an approved barrier and/or 
landscaping allowed under Section 17.40.110 of this Municipal 
Code. 

b. A three-foot separation shall be provided and maintained at all 
times between any recreational vehicle and all of the following: 

i. Any adjacent building; and 
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ii. Any exterior lot line.   
 

2. Recreational vehicles may be temporarily parked on public rights-of-way in front 
of residences for not more than 48 continuous hours for the purposes of loading 
and unloading. Forty-eight hours must elapse before the start of a new 48-hour 
period, together with movement of the vehicle a distance of at least 500 feet.   

 
3. Use of a recreational vehicle for any dwelling purpose, regardless of length of 

occupancy, shall be prohibited.  Except when stored in an approved RV storage 
facility a recreational vehicle shall not be connected to any electrical, water, 
wastewater, natural gas or other utility.  

 
4. Recreational Vehicle Permit.  The Community Development Director may issue a 

Recreational Vehicle Parking Permit for a fee to be established by the City 
Council.  The Recreational Vehicle Parking Permit will constitute an exception 
with regard to placement of vehicle(s), screening, and setbacks, and shall be 
based on all of the following findings being made: 

 

a. There are extraordinary physical circumstances such as shape, 
topography, or surrounding properties that prevent the applicant 
from complying with the Code;  

b. Adherence to the municipal code will deprive the property owner 
of a significant property right enjoyed by other property owners in 
the area; and 

c. There is no substantial negative impact on surrounding properties. 
 

5. The Community Development Director shall not issue a Recreational Vehicle 
Parking Permit based on any special privilege that is inconsistent with the intent 
of the above regulations. 

 

SUMMARY 

 
The aforementioned draft provides more specific guidelines for City Staff to use when 
implementing the Code through our Code Enforcement and Planning Departments.  The 
following list is a summary of potential modifications: 
 

1. No overnight stays in a Recreational Vehicle; 
 

2. No inoperable vehicles outside of a building or structure; 
 

3. No Recreational Vehicles in the driveway or front yard; 
 

4. Limitation of 40% Concrete in the Front Yard with an exception for residences on 
a major collector; 
 

5. All Recreational Vehicles parked in a side yard must be screened from public 
view by an approved barrier and/or fencing and be outside of the front yard; 
 

6. All vehicles shall have a 3-foot separation between any structure, fence, and 
property line or any requirement required for public safety; 
 

7. Recreational vehicles can be parked for loading and unloading on any street for 
48 hours; and 
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8. Residents who have a hardship can apply for Permit regarding screening, 
setbacks, or placement of vehicle. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PACKET PAGE 6

ITEM 1.



 

REPORT TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

              

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
Discuss and consider possible modifications to Chapter 17.40.110 (Fences, Walls and 
Hedges) and provide staff direction.  
 
DISCUSSION 
Currently the City does not allow various fences (e.g., vinyl, wood, solid metal, chain link, etc.) 
unless approved by the Planning Commission or proposed within a Specific Plan (SP).  Section 
17.40.110(A)(3) allows the PC to approve other types of fences and walls subject to the 
following:  
 
17.40.110 (Fences, Walls and Hedges) 
The following standards shall apply to the installation of all fences, walls and hedges: 
 

A. Height and type limits. 
1. Perimeter fences, walls, and hedges located on property lines shall conform to 

the limitations outlined in Table 17.40.01 (Exhibit 1). 
2. Required perimeter fences and walls shall be constructed at the top of slope, 

adjacent property lines. 
3. Solid masonry fencing (i.e., block rock, brick – with and without stucco covering) 

is permitted in any location on the lot provided the color of the masonry or stucco 
matches or compliments the adjacent walls or structures.  Gray precision 
concrete block shall not be used unless all exterior surface visible from the 
outside has been texture coated or other comparable coating approved by the 
Director. 

 
Other fence or wall materials may be approved by the Planning Commission 
through the design review process if it can be demonstrated that said materials 
will survive the extreme desert conditions and maintain an acceptable finished 
appearance. 

 
Planning Commission workshops have been conducted in the past regarding revisions to the 
City’s fence and wall regulations (e.g., vinyl fencing being used).  The previous Planning 
Commission asked staff to revise the aforementioned ordinance allowing vinyl fences and other 
types of materials; however, a draft has not been prepared at this time since new members 
were appointed back in January and have yet had an opportunity to discuss the issue.  Most 
recently Gallery Vista Santa Fe Homes, LLC submitted a request proposing vinyl fencing but 
that request was denied by the Community Development Director and forwarded to the Planning 

DATE:  September 13, 2016 

TITLE: Title 17 (Zoning), Chapter 17.40.110 (Fences, Walls and 
Hedges) discussion regarding fences, walls, and hedges 
height and type limits. 

Prepared by: 
 

Nathan Bouvet, Community Development Director 
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Commission (April 12, 2016) for further review, which was ultimately denied.  More specifically, 
that request proposed vinyl fences in the side yards of twenty-two (22) internal lots within their 
subdivision off Via Del Sol Drive.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff would recommend that the Planning Commission discuss and consider possible 
modifications to Chapter 17.40.110 (Fences, Walls and Hedges) and provide staff direction.  
 
EXHIBITS 
 

1. Chapter 17.40.110 (Fences, Walls and Hedges) 
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17.40.110 Fences, walls and hedges.  

http://www.qcode.us/codes/deserthotsprings/view.php?topic=17-17_40-
17_40_110&frames=on - startContent#startContent 

The following standards shall apply to the installation of all fences, walls and hedges: 

A. Height and Type Limits. 

1. Perimeter fences, walls, and hedges located on property lines shall conform to the 

limitations outlined in Table 17.40.01. 

2. Required perimeter fences and walls shall be constructed at the top of slope, 

adjacent property lines. 

3. Solid masonry fencing (i.e., block rock, brick—with and without stucco covering) 

is permitted in any location on the lot provided the color of the masonry or stucco 

matches or compliments the adjacent walls or structures. Gray precision concrete 

block shall not be used unless all exterior surface visible from the outside has been 

texture coated or other comparable coating approved by the Director. 

 Other fence or wall materials may be approved by the Planning Commission 

through the design review process if it can be demonstrated that said materials will 

survive the extreme desert conditions and maintain an acceptable finished 

appearance. 

4. Nonconforming Fences. Any fence which does not meet the standards of this 

section but which was legally established prior to the adoption of these standards 

may be maintained provided such fence which is destroyed or damaged to the 

extent of more than fifty percent of its total replacement value shall not be repaired, 

rebuilt, or reconstructed except in conformance with these standards. 

5. Measurement of Fence Height. Fence heights shall be measured from finish grade 

at the base of the fence to the highest point of the fence on the interior or exterior 

side, whichever is higher. 

6. Prohibited materials for perimeter walls and fences include chain-link and exposed 

wood unless specifically approved or exempted under another section of this 

chapter. 
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TABLE 17.40.01 

FENCES, WALLS, AND HEDGES HEIGHT AND TYPE LIMITS 

 Districts 
Max. Permitted 

Height * 
Comments 

Residential     

Front or side of street yard 

setback 
4 feet Solid structures or plants 

  

4 feet Open work structures or plants 

(must permit the passage of a 

minimum of 90% of light) 

Corner lot (street side 

setback) 
5 feet Solid structures ** 

Other yard area 6 feet Solid structures include: 

Outside of required yard 

area 
6 feet Solid, decorative masonry wall, 

Abutting a nonresidential 

district 

6 feet wood framed with stucco 

exterior and wrought iron fence 

with pilasters 

Commercial, Industrial     

Front yard or side of street 

yard 
4 feet Solid structures or plants 

  6 feet Open work structures or plants 

Abutting residential district 8 feet Solid, decorative masonry wall 

Other yard area 6 feet   

Outdoor storage areas 

visible 
8 feet Commercial 

from public rights-of-way 

(located 
8 feet Industrial 

behind required yards)     

All districts traffic safety 

site area 
30 inches   

Public right-of-way 6 feet   

Retaining walls 6 feet   

 *   The limitations shall not apply in the following instances: 

 —Where a greater height is required by any other provision of the municipal code; or 

 —Where a greater height or type of fence, wall or hedge is required by a condition of approval. 

 —Refer to Section 17.40.100(E) regarding residential fencing and wall standards. 

** Solid structures to include: decorative masonry wall constructed of slumpstone, split faced or other similar 

materials as approved by the Planning Director. 

 B. Traffic Safety Site Area. On a corner lot, no fence, wall, hedge, sign or other structure, 

shrubbery, mounds of earth, or other visual obstruction over 30 inches in height above 

the nearest street curb elevation shall be erected, placed, planted, or allowed to grow 
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within a Traffic Safety Sight Area. The foregoing provision shall not apply to public 

utility poles; trees trimmed (to the trunk) to a line at least 6 feet above the level of the 

intersection; saplings or plant species of open growth habits and not planted in the form 

of a hedge, which are so planted and trimmed as to leave at all seasons a clear and 

unobstructed cross view; supporting members of appurtenances to permanent structures 

existing on the date this Zoning Ordinance becomes effective; and official warning 

signs or signals. 

C. Prohibited Fence Materials/Chain Link Fencing. 

1. The use of barbed wire, electrified fence or razor wire fence in conjunction with 

any fence, wall, roof, hedge, or by itself within any land use district, is prohibited 

unless required by any law or regulation of the City, the State of California, Federal 

Government, or agency thereof. Agricultural uses may use electrical fences if 

approved by the Director. 

2. Chain link fencing in residential districts within the City shall only be permitted on 

lots that are an acre or more. Chain link fencing is permitted in the I-L, I-M and I-E 

districts, excepting industrial lands fronting on a major public street which shall use 

decorative block or other appropriate design approved by the Director. The fence in 

such districts may only be located on side and rear property lines behind the front 

yard setback, and further provided the fence would not be readily visible from a 

public right-of-way. However, such fence with neutral screening may be readily 

visible from a public right-of-way. Landscaped planting of sufficient density and 

height may be used to screen the fence from public view. Notwithstanding any 

provision to the contrary, chain link fencing may be used with tennis courts, private 

and commercial, temporarily at construction-sites, as approved by the Director, and 

where it is required by any law or regulation of the City, the State of California, 

Federal Government, or agency thereof. Any chain link fencing authorized within 

the City shall have a top rail, bottom wire and caps on the poles, and shall be 

properly maintained, free from holes, tears, or bent or otherwise disfigured surfaces 

or materials caused by damage to the fence. Any violation of this subsection shall 

constitute a public nuisance and an infraction, subject to the remedies set forth in 

Title 4 of the City’s municipal code. 

3. The above limitations shall not apply where the prohibited fence material is 

required as a condition of approval. 

D. Wall Design Standards. Perimeter walls may be required to have articulated planes by 

providing at a minimum for every 100 feet of continuous wall an 18-inch deep by 8-

foot long landscaped recession. Walls shall be constructed with pilasters provided at 

every change in direction, every 5 feet difference in elevation and at a minimum of 

every 25 feet of continuous wall. 

E. Residential Fencing/Wall Requirement. Fencing or walls are required between 

individual residential units, and residential developments if adjacent to parks, open 

spaces, and/or major rights-of-way. All fencing and walls are to be provided by each 

developer at the time of construction. (Prior code § 159.20.030(8)). 
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REPORT TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

              

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
Discuss and consider possible modifications to Chapter 17.44 (Sign Regulations) and 
17.45 (Outdoor Advertising Displays) and provide staff direction.  
 
DISCUSSION 
Chapter 17.44 (Sign Regulations) and 17.45 (Outdoor Advertising Displays) was last updated 
on September 1, 2009. With more and more commercial and industrial development coming 
through the City, it is important that we have the most up to date document in order to meet 
current trends and development demands (e.g., cultivation facilities).  Below is breakdown of 
Chapter 17.44 and 17.45: 
 
Chapter 17.44 (Exhibit 1) 
 
17.44.010 - Purpose  
17.44.020 - Applicability  
17.44.030 - Definitions 
17.44.040 - Sign Permit Required 
17.44.050 - Exempt Signs 
17.44.060 - Prohibited Signs 
17.44.070 - Temporary Signs 
17.44.080 - Off-Site Signs 
17.44.090 - Abandoned Signs 
17.44.100 - Sign Construction and Maintenance 
17.44.110 - Nonconforming Signs 
17.44.120 - Removal of Illegal Signs 
17.44.130 - Amortization 
17.44.140 - Inventory and Abatement 
17.44.150 - Sign Regulations 
17.44.160 - Sign Design Guidelines-General 
17.44.170 - Sign Design Guidelines-Wall or Fascia Signs 
17.44.190 - Declaration of Public Nuisance-Enforcement 
 
Chapter 17.45 (Exhibit 2) 
 
17.45.010 - Definitions 
17.45.020 - Outdoor Advertising Signs 
17.45.030 - Enforcement 

DATE:  September 13, 2016 

TITLE: Title 17 (Zoning), Chapter 17.44 (Sign Regulations) and 
17.45 (Outdoor Advertising Displays) discussion regarding 
signage. 

Prepared by: 
 

Nathan Bouvet, Community Development Director 
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17.45.040 - Nonconforming Outdoor Advertising Displays 
17.45.050 - Illegal and Abandoned Outdoor Advertising Displays 
17.45.060 - Relocated Outdoor Advertising Displays 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff would recommend that the Planning Commission discuss and consider possible 
modifications to Chapter 17.44 (Sign Regulations) and 17.45 (Outdoor Advertising Displays) 
and provide staff direction.  
 
EXHIBITS 
 

1. Chapter 17.44 (Sign Regulations) 
2. Chapter 17.45 (Outdoor Advertising Displays) 
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